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yet no opportunity is neglected of introducing the cha-
racter of any other writer, or the mention of any perform-
ance or event, in which learning is interested. From Pope,
however, he always takes his hint, and to Pope he returns
again from his digressions. The facts, which he mentions,
though they are seldom anecdotes, in a rigorous sense, are
often such as are very little known, and such as will de-
light more readers than naked criticism.

As he examines the works of this great poet, in an order
nearly chronological, he necessarily begins with his pas-
torals, which, considered as representations of any kind of
life, he very justly censures; for there is in them a mix-
ture of Grecian and English, of ancient and modern
images. Windsor is coupled wfth Hybla, and Thames
with Pactolus. He then compares some passages, which
Pope has imitated, or translated, with the imitation, or
version, and gives the preference to the originals, per-
haps, not always upon convincing arguments.

Theocritus makes his lover wish to be a bee, that he
might creep among the leaves that form the chaplet of his
mistress. Pope's enamoured swain longs to be made the
captive bird that sings in his fair one's bower, that she
might listen to his songs, and reward Mm with her kisses.
The critick prefers the image of Theocritus, as more wild,
more delicate, and more uncommon.

It is natural for a lover to wish, that he might be any
thing that could come near to his lady. But we more
naturally desire to be that which she fondles and caresses,
than that which she would avoid, at least would neglect.
The superiour delicacy of Theocritus I cannot discover, nor
can, indeed, find, that either in the one or the other image
there is any want of delicacy. Which of the two images
was less common in the time of the poet who used it, for
on that consideration the merit of novelty depends, I think
it is now out of any critick's power to decide.

He remarks, I am afraid, with too much justice, that
there is not a single new .thought in the pastorals; and,
with equal reason, declares, that their chief beauty consists